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Club Column Nutrition And Wellness Class Participates In Ethnic Food Project
By Carter Meerpohl, Layout Editor

Upcoming Events:
October 2 - Flute Society
Workshop @ ESU
October 3 - College and
Career Fair @ Jeff West
October 5 - Capital City
Marching Festival @
Washburn
October 5 - Dairy Cattle
Judging @ Sabetha
October 10 - Holton
Invitational Marching
Festival @ Home
October 10 - ASVAB
Testing
October 15 - KBA
Small School Marching
Festival @ Washburn
October 16 - KMEA
District Prep Day @
MNU
October 20 - EUS
Audition Prep Day

By Tymber Klahr, Editor

The Holton High School
Nutrition and Wellness
class completed their first
project of the year, the
Ethnic Food Festival.
Students were required
to pick groups of three to
four other classmates and
research a country of their
choice. Groups were then
required to create a Google
slides presentation of their
country of choice as well
as record audio over the
presentation to then present
to the class while they ate
the food that was prepared.
The food was made by
each of the group members
and included staple foods
in the country that they
chose. Lastly, each group
was then required to set up
a table with not only the
food they prepared, but
also decorations that were
culturally relevant to each
of their countries, whether
they be homemade or store
bought.
“I enjoy seeing all the
creativity that comes from

the project,” Nutrition and
Wellness instructor Amy
Oldehoeft said. “From the
decorations students make
to the foods they decide to
bring, it’s just really fun
to see students having fun
and being creative while
learning.”
Oldehoeft has assigned this
project in years past and
said that it is usually one of
their favorite projects to do.
“Students generally enjoy
this project because it’s
early in the semester and
they get a chance to cook
and share recipes with one
another,” Oldehoeft said.
“There’s a lot of hands-on
activities, they get to be
creative and work together,
and they get to eat food.”
Students were given two
class periods to complete
this project before
presenting to the class, and
in the end, each group got
to give some show and tell
of their country and enjoy
their hard earned food to
conclude the day.

Lexie Larson, a student in the Nutrition and Wellness class, is shown
putting her group’s five cheese pasta in the oven right before the
presentation.
Photo by Tymber Klahr

October 24 - JV Scholars
Bowl @ Sabetha

Holton High School Band Students Begin 2022 Marching Season

October 26-29 - National
FFA Conference @
Indianapolis

The Holton High School
marching band has begun
their journey for the 2022
season with two home games
back to back in the past
month. With the annual band
camp held at the beginning
of August, the group of 55
band members have worked
hard to get their marching
show, Latin Fire, put
together.
“This is a fun show, and
it gives us an opportunity
to play a different style
of music that we haven’t
played on the field,” band
director Jayme Malsom
said. “Although it will be

October 31- Varsity
Scholars Bowl @
Nemaha Central

By Tymber Klahr, Editor

a challenge when contest
comes around because we
will have to play as high a
level as we possibly can for
the judges.”
This year’s show includes
the musical piece “Aztec
Fire,” composed by J.
Bocook; the 2015 pop
hit “Havana” by Camila
Cabella, arranged by Matt
Conaway, percussion
arranged by Jack Holt; and
the 2014 pop hit “Fireball”
by Pitbull, arranged by
Victor López.
Now, it’s not just the music
that makes a marching band
great; it’s the leadership that

pulls everything together.
“There has been a shift in
attitude and a shift in culture
and more of a sense of pride
throughout the ensemble,
making this year better
in terms of leadership,”
Malsom said. “More leaders
are putting action into play
and it’s paying off into how
we are performing each
week.”
Malsom mentioned that
between this change in
leadership and the group of
kids in the ensemble, this
year has already changed
drastically since years past.
The future for the Wildcat

marching band consists of
two more home games on
September 23 and October
14, the first marching festival
of the year on October 5 at
Washburn University, the
Holton Invitational marching
band festival on October
10, and the KBA 1A-4A
championships at Washburn
University on October 15.
The ensemble will have an
opportunity to perform twice
at KBA if they make it past
the preliminary, but will have
to work hard throughout the
rest of their season to polish
anything in the show that
needs work.
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By: Carter Meerpohl, Layout Editor
INSIDE THE POLL
This month’s poll was:
“Who is the most iconic
pop icon?” The options
were Harry Styles, Taylor
Swift, Britney Spears, Elton
John, and Beyonce. Taylor
won (60 votes), Elton
was a close second (57
votes), Beyonce and Harry 24 votes), and Britney was
distantly followed (25 and
in last(17 votes).

Reminder: To anyone retaking
the ACT, it is on October 22 at
Holton High School at 8 a.m.

The Holtonian Staff
Editor - Tymber Klahr
Layout Editor - Carter Meerpohl
Copy Editor- Jace Huyett
Ad/Business Manager - Dalton Ent
Staff Members - Kaydence Trout & 21st Century Journalism Students
Reporters and Photographers - Photo Imaging Class, Project
Management (Yearbook) Class and 21st Century Journalism Class
The Holtonian is published monthly by the Holton High School Project
Management class.
The Holtonian serves as a public forum for the students of Holton High School.
Students are encouraged to submit their ideas and opinions in the form of a letter
to the editor. Letters to the editor may be submitted to Room 101 or to the staff
in care of Mrs. Melody Davies. They must be signed, legible, and concise. The
staff reserves the right to edit letters to conform to Holtonian style. Baseless
accusations, insults, libelous statements, and obscenity, as well as those calling for
disruption of the school day, will not be considered for publication.
The Holtonian is the official student newspaper, and it is distributed free to
students. Advertising rates are available upon request. The Journalism Department
can be reached at Holton High School, 901 New York Holton, KS 66436, at (785)
364-2181, and by contacting Melody Davies, adviser, through email: m.davies@
holtonks.net. The opinions expressed in this publication reflect those of the student
writers and not the Board of Education or Holton High administration, faculty, or
adviser. Outside subscriptions are $20 per year.
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In The Halls:

If You Could Only Listen to Three Songs
for the Rest of Your Life, What Would
They Be?
By Tymber Klahr, Editor

“‘The Star Wars Theme,’ ‘Cantina Band,’ and
‘Pirates of the Caribbean,’” said freshman Daniel
Callahan.

“‘Go Rest High On That Mountain’-Vince
Gill, ‘Take Me To Church’-Hozier, and ‘‘68
Flashback’- Zach Bryan,” said freshman Mara
Marten.

“‘Man I Feel Like A Woman’-Shania Twain, ‘Fool
Hearted Memory’-George Strait, and ‘Ocean
Front Property’-George Strait,” said sophomore
Braiden Geisen.

“‘I’m so Lonesome I Could Cry’-Hank Williams,
Sr., ‘Nobody in His Right Mind’-George Strait,
and ‘Meet Me in Montanta’-Dan Seals,” said
sophomore Emily Horr.

“‘Bohemian Rhapsody,’ ‘Don’t Stop Me Now,’
and ‘Bicycle’-Queen,” said junior Braun Teter.

“‘Rebel Yell’-Billy Idol, ‘Teddy Picker’-Arctic
Monkeys, and ‘Radio Gaga’-Queen,” said junior
Madison Hicks.

“‘Love is Gone’-Slander, ‘I’m Yours’-Jason Mraz,
and ‘Missed Calls’-Chris Miles.” said senior
Ashton Schrick.

“‘Sure Thing’-Miguel, ‘Don’t’-Bryson Tiller,
‘Still Here’-Drake,” said senior Tiara Dodd.
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Three Spanish Students Share Information On The Country Guatemala
Typical foods in Guatemala
are corn, beans, rice, pork,
beef, chicken, cheese, and
tortillas and Faldo’s and
soaps are the most popular
dishes among the locals.
Modern music includes
vocalists, Guatemalan rock
bands, bachata, salsa and
merengue bands.

By Lucas Batz, Oscar Luna &
Rolando Lopez

Hoy te voy a contar unas
informaciónes sobre
Guatemala. Guatemala se
encuentra en Norteamérica
y se puede encontrar bajito
de México. Guatemala es
solo un pequeño pedazo de
tierra, pero está compuesto
por un 55 por ciento de
indígenas y un 45 por ciento
de ladinas. El 93 por ciento
de las personas habla español
y el otro 7 por ciento se
compone de 24 idiomas
diferentes,entonces se hablan
25 idiomas diferentes en
Guatemala.

Los lugares que quiero
enseñarte son Lago de
Atitlán, Lago Peten Itza
son mis lugares favoritos.
Lago de Atitlán se encuentra
en Sololá. Tiene una
profundidad máxima de
350 metros. Este lago
tiene un volcán con una
vista bonita. Lago Petén
Itzá está localizado en
el departamento norteño
de El Petén. Tiene una
profundidad máxima de 168
metros. En el Lago Petén
Itza puedes nadar, hacer
paseos en lancha por su
litoral.

Lago de Atitlán

Popular Guatemalan
dishes shown above.

Lago Petén Itza

38 FFA Members Attend Career Development Day Event
By Jace Huyett, Copy Editor

On Wednesday, September
21, the FFA chapter took 38
members to the NE District
Fall Career Development
Event (CDE) Day. Holton
and Royal Valley hosted
the event at the fairgrounds.
There were 12 teams in
attendance. Holton placed
1st in three out of the eight
events and 2nd in two of
the events. They also had
10 top 5 medalists.
In Nursery and Landscape,
the A team placed 1st out
of 11 teams with a score of
1420, over 150 points in

front of the second-place
team, Sabetha. Out of the
top 5 medalists Holton had
three: sophomores Lora
Larison, who placed 1st,
Jace Huyett, who placed
2nd, and Jacob Huyett, who
placed 4th. They will move
on to state in May.
The Nursery and Landscape
B team placed 2nd out of
8 teams, just 100 points
behind Sabetha. Sophomore
Jenna Joiner placed 1st,
and freshman Lucas White
placed 2nd.
In Land Judging, the A

team placed 1st out 15
teams, beating Jackson
Heights by 15 points. Junior
Kailei Mitchell placed 1st
individually, and senior
Madeline Murnahan placed
3rd.
There will be a State Land
Judging team traveling
to Washington, Kansas,
on October 6. The team
consists of Aaralyn Allen,
Kailei Mitchell and Tiah
Gross. The Land Judging B
team placed 5th as a team,
with freshman Mara Marten
placing 12th individually.

The Homesite Evaluation
A team placed 2nd out of
six teams with a score of
728. Sophomore Tristan
Simpson-Worley placed
4th, and sophomore Emily
Horr placed 8th.
The Homesite Evaluation B
team placed 1st out of six
teams, 20 points ahead of
Jackson Heights. Freshman
Wyatt Shields placed 1st,
freshman Emily Ditzler
placed 2nd, freshman
Sophia Goombi placed 3rd,
and freshman Dalton Peters
placed 8th.

Eight Holton FCCLA Officers Attend Take AIM Conference
By Jace Huyett, Copy Editor

On August 29 the FCCLA
chapter took their eight
chapter officers to the annual
Take AIM conference in
Manhattan. The officers
that attended were seniors
Taytum Doran, Darcee
Ashcraft, Jadynn Doyle and
Ryleigh Williams, along
with juniors Renn Deters,

Charlotte Cyphers, Lorna
Smith and Jaelyn Gaston.
The conference was put on
by Peer Education Teams
and FCCLA State Officers.
Although the conference is
only one day, it is packed
full of activities to make
each member a better leader
and encourage them to be

more active in their chapter.
The conference also helped
people prepare for going into
office at any level, whether it
be chapter or national.
Senior Ryleigh Williams,
who was unable to attend the
conference last year due to
quarantine, said, “During our
leadership training, advisors

from in-state colleges
came to do team building
activities with us. I enjoyed
this because not only did
I get to learn from people
from colleges I would like
to attend, but I was able to
make friends with people
from all over the state.”

17 FFA Students Attend Greenhand Conference At Silver Lake
By Jace Huyett, Copy Editor

On September 14, Mr.
Larison and Mr. Bartel
took 17 students to the FFA
Greenhand conference in
Silver Lake. The students
that went took a leadership
information test the previous

day. Four out of 17 members
medaled top 20. Freshman
Kennedy Smith tied for 1st,
freshman Elisa Bartel tied
for 7th and freshmen Mara
Marten and Lucas White both
tied for 13th. Kennedy Smith

has the chance to travel to the
National Convention and get
recognized for placing first.
There were nearly 400 firstyear FFA members present
at the conference. The group
enjoyed lunch at CiCi’s with

the Jackson Heights and Rock
Creek students.
Before heading home, they
stopped at Skinners Garden
Store and took a tour at KanEquip to learn about the need
for Ag Service Technicians.
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Darcee Breann Ashcraft:

Darcee has been involved in
volleyball, track and field, Student
Council, FCCLA, RESIST, JCYC,
SADD, National Honor Society and
SAFE.

Jace Lee Boswell: Jace has been
involved in football, basketball
and track and field. He plans to
attend the University of North
Dakota to play football.

September 30, 2022

WELCOME HO

Grace Aileen Etzel: Grace
has been involved in volleball,
basketball, track and field,
FCCLA, RESIST, KAYS, and
FBLA.

Parker Anthony Crouch:

Parker has been involved in golf,
basketball, Notables, National
Honor Society, Student Council,
RESIST, SAFE, band and jazz
band.

Lindsey Faith Wisdom:

Lindsey has participated in volleyball,
basketball, musicals, chamber choir and
FCCLA.

THE QUEENS
OF HHS:
Shown from
left to right are
seniors Timber
Wilson, Darcee
Ashcraft,
Katelyn Hines,
Grace Etzel
and Lindsey
Wisdom.
The HHS
students were
the nominated
queen candidates
for this year’s
homecoming
held on
September 23.
Photos by Brooke Flewelling
THE KINGS
OF HHS:
Shown from
left to right are
seniors Jayden
Fletcher, Caleb
Hernandez,
Matthew
Lierz, Jace
Boswell and
Parker Crouch.
Fletcher was
crowned as
Holton’s
homecoming
king on Friday,
September 23.
CRUISING IN
STYLE:
Jayden Fletcher,
left, and
Katelyn Hines,
right, are shown
riding into the
homecoming
ceremony in
style right
before the
crowning at the
HHS football
game on Friday,
September 23.

Photo by Brooke Flewelling

KINGS AND QUEENS: From left to right, homecoming king and queen cand
Fletcher, Darcee Ashcraft, Matthew Lierz, Lindsey Wisdom, Parker Crouch and
Darcee Ashcraft were crowned as this year’s homecoming king and queen.
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Matthew David Lierz:

Matthew has participated in football,
basketball, baseball, track and field,
FCCLA and Student Council.

Katelyn Mae Hines: Katelyn

has participated in volleyball, cheer,
Lady Paws, Student Council, JCYC,
RESIST, FCCLA, SAFE, National
Honor Society, Quill and Scroll
Honor Society, and Yearbook.

Jayden Brett Fletcher: Jayden

has participated in football, baseball,
track and field, musicals, Notables,
wrestling, Student Council, JCYC,
RESIST, SAFE, FCCLA and
weights.

			

Timber Marie Wilson: Timber

has participated in volleyball,
softball, National Honor Society,
FCCLA, JCYC, SAFE, KAYS and
RESIST.
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Caleb Caid Hernandez:

Caleb has participated in football,
track and field, SAFE, JCYC and
RESIST.

HHS Concludes Homecoming Activities and Ceremony
By Carter Meerpohl, Layout Editor

didates Jace Boswell, Katelyn Hines, Caleb Hernandez, Timber Wilson, Jayden
d Grace Etzel smile for a picture on the football field. Jayden Fletcher and

HHS King & Queen:
Jayden Fletcher,
Holton High School’s
2022 homecoming
king and Darcee
Ashcraft, Holton
High School’s 2022
homecoming queen
are shown at left
smiling for a picture
after the ceremony.
Fletcher ended the
night with a Wildcat
football win at the
game against Perry
Lecompton as well
as the two sharing
a dance at the
homecoming dance
after the football
game.
Submitted Photo

In high school, many things
matter, but one thing that
really matters to some high
schoolers is homecoming.
Homecoming, to some
people, symbolizes the
beginning of fall. It adds
just a little glamor to the
school year when you’ve
been doing the same thing
for weeks at a time. It’s
magical. After all, it is
in almost every Disney
Channel “coming of age”
movie.
Holton’s homecoming king
and queen this year were
Jayden Fletcher, son of
Brett and Carly Fletcher,
and Darcee Ashcraft,
daughter of Dave and
Debbie Ashcraft. The other
queen candidates this year
were Grace Etzel, daughter
of Chris and Audrey Etzel;
Katelyn Hines, daughter
of Matthew and Michelle
Callison and Matthew
Hines; Timber Wilson,
daughter of Todd and
Alison Wilson; and Lindsey

Wisdom, daughter of John
and Vanessa Wisdom.
The other king candidates
were Jace Boswell, son of
Chris and Christi Boswell;
Parker Crouch, son of
Rick and Jill Crouch;
Caleb Hernandez, son of
Tad and Kelly Hernandez;
and Matthew Lierz, son of
Terry and Lisa Lierz.
During the week of
homecoming, the school
had spirit week. The
themes for each day
were: Breakfast Club Day
(pajama day); Harry Potter
Day (class colors); Austin
Powers Day (dress like a
hippie); Sandlot Day (wear
sports attire); and Friday
Night Lights (wear your
Wildcat swag).
Each year it is tradition to
tee-pee the candidates’ and
the coaches’ houses the
night before homecoming.
The Spirit Squad is in
charge of tee-peeing the
houses. They go around in
groups, and they “secretly”

tee-pee the houses when
the people are sleeping.
It is also tradition to do
a pep rally and a parade
on Friday. The games this
year included, “How Old
Were You When You Had
Your First Kiss,” the boys
tried to eat a donut while
blindfolded, the girls ate
a mystery sauce, and the
candidates did a relay.
Each year, each class has
a float with a theme that
they make. The freshman
class float was “Kook the
Kaws,” the sophomores’
was “Bye Bye Kaws,” the
juniors’ was “Cooler than
the Kaws,” and the seniors’
was “Bury Perry.”
This year, Holton won
against Perry-Lecompton
in their homecoming game.
The dance team danced to
their routine, and the band
played the last song in their
set, “Fireball” by Pitbull,
and the alumni joined them
on the field.
Who Run The
World? Girls! Darcee Ashcraft,
left, and Katelyn
Hines, right are
shown in the
photo at left after
the homecoming
crowning
ceremony
on Friday,
September 23.
Ashcraft was
just announced
homecoming
queen, along
with Jayden
Fletcher as king.

Feature
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New Holton High School Staff Interviewed By 21st Century Journalism Students!
Dave Ashcraft - Biology,
Anatomy, Physiology
By Andrew Shupe, Reporter

Dave Ashcraft isn’t exactly
a new teacher at Holton
High School, but he is new
at teaching his classes this
year. He currently teaches
anatomy, biology, and
physiology. This is his tenth
year at the high school
teaching, but before this

Alyssa Wendel - HHS &
HMS Vocal Teacher
By Kaylin Segenhagen, Reporter

Alyssa Wendel is the new
choir teacher at Holton
High School. She teaches
middle school and high
school choir, chamber
choir, Notables and EO
choir. She is married and is
Eric Tate - Social Studies
& Football Coach
By Wyatt Shields, Reporter

Eric Tate is a new teacher
this year at Holton High
School. He teaches social
studies, is a coach for the
Holton Wildcat football
team and is head coach for
the boy’s basketball team.
He previously taught one

Sheila Keehn - HHS
Counselor
By Rylie Doran, Reporter

This year there have been
many new arrivals at Holton
High School. There have
also been some teachers or
paras transition to a new
subject(s). Today, we will be
talking about the new school
counselor. Her name is Mrs.

Brandon Giltner Assistant Principal/
Athletic Director
By Rylee McKinley, Reporter

This year HHS introduced
a new assistant principal
and athletic director to
the Holton team, Brandon
Giltner. Giltner previously
taught at Jeff West as
Chrystal Schlodder HHS Secretary
By Mara Marten, Reporter

Crystal Schlodder is
Holton High School’s
new assistant secretary.
Before accepting this
job Schlodder worked
as a secretary for Holton
Middle School. Schlodder

year, he helped with tutoring
in Mrs. Allen’s room.
Ashcraft isn’t just a teacher,
he also is the throwing coach
during the track season.
When Ashcraft was in
high school, he attended
HHS, and while he was a
student, he played football
and did track. He graduated
in 1987, and then attended
four different colleges after
he graduated. He went to

Cloud Community College,
Highland Community
College, Kansas State
University, and Fort Hays
State. Ashcraft came out of
college with many degrees.
He has an associate’s degree
in Science, an associate’s
degree in Arts, a bachelor’s
degree in Studies, a
concentration in Ag, and
a minor in business and
administration.

Ashcraft stated that his
favorite thing about teaching
is seeing his students grasp
the concept. “It’s that a-ha
moment when they get it that
makes me happy,” he said.
Ashcraft is married and has
two children. Dalton is his
oldest who graduated from
HHS last year in 2022, and
his daughter, Darcee, is a
senior this year in the class
of 2023.

currently pregnant with her
first child. Wendel’s love
for children and assisting
her mom in the classroom
inspired her to become a
teacher. Her favorite part
about being a teacher is
the students and their work
ethic.
Wendel attended Ness

City High School in
western Kansas and
graduated in 2015. She
got her undergraduate
degree majoring in music
education at Bethany
College in Lindsborg,
Kansas. She later earned
her master’s degree,
majoring in music

education with an emphasis
in music therapy at the
University of Kansas
in Lawrence. Wendel is
excited to see what Holton
has in store for her and
is looking forward to
this year’s musicals and
concerts.

year in Beloit as a special
education teacher, and two
years in Lincoln as a high
achool English teacher. Tate
decided to become a teacher
because he wants to make an
impact on today’s youth to
help guide them to make good
decisions.
Tate started his basketball
coaching career here at
Holton High School with Mr.

Noel. He then went back and
coached at another school
for a year before coming
back to be the JV coach
during former coach Conner
Bechard’s first year at Holton
High School. Tate then went
out to North Central Kansas.
When Bechard told Tate that
he was leaving, he wanted
the job and quickly applied.
Tate is married to Emalee

Tate. They recently
celebrated their three-year
anniversary. They also
recently celebrated their twoyear-old son, Jett’s, birthday.
Emalee Tate is originally
from Meriden and Mr. Tate is
originally from Tonganoxie.
Coming back to Holton was
a nice landing spot for Tate
and his wife, as they are now
closer to their families.

Keehn, and she’s been a school
counselor for the past eleven
years.
She went to the University of
Kansas and got a bachelor’s
degree in education. She then
went on to teach middle school
English for sixteen years.
Afterwards, she went back
to school at Emporia State
University. She finished with
a master’s degree in school

counseling.
Keehn has one son, Parker,
who is twenty-six years old
and lives in Kansas City.
English is still her favorite
school subject, and she
loves to read and write.
Currently she is writing a
book, a Christian women’s
devotional, that will be
published this spring.
A little fun fact about her is

that in college, during her
spring break, she went to
Florida. There, a soap opera
TV show happened to be
filming. At that time, they
were holding auditions for
extras. She then went on and
auditioned. Another fun fact is
that she despises interviews,
but if the interviewer has a
good reason, she will put on a
smile and be cooperative.

an assistant principal and
also taught as a physical
education and health teacher
before the assistant principal
position.
He stated that he has always
known that he wanted to be
a teacher.
Giltner grew up in Denver.
He went to Black Heel

University in Denver to
get a degree in physical
education and health, as
well as a minor in biology.
Giltner mentioned that he
loves sports and is a fan of
the Denver Broncos. He
also is a big golfer.
Some fun facts about
Giltner include being the

oldest of 7 kids, and not
owning any pets, but since
his son moved back in with
him, he is now a co-parent
of an American pitbull
named Lola.

has had other jobs prior
to working in education.
She has worked at State
Farm Insurance, selling
insurance, and was a stay
at home mom that also ran
a daycare. The friendly
environment and the
wonderful staff and students
are Schlodder’s favorite part

of her job.
Schlodder has a husband,
Kyle, and she has four
kids. Two of her kids are
in elementary school, one
is in middle school and
one is in high school. They
are a very active and busy
family between school and
sports. Schlodder has other

hobbies outside of school.
She loves attending her
kid’s activities, and in her
spare time, she likes to read
and make crafts.
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HHS Volleyball Sets Up Good Start for New Season
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By Elizabeth Schuster

The Holton High School
Volleyball team began
practice on August 15. The
Holton Wildcats team has
a new head coach, Kristel
Bontrager. She has been
coaching the JV team at
Holton for 16 years and
brings a lot of excitement
to the program.
The Holton Wildcats
traveled to Sabetha to
play their first volleyball
games against Sabetha and
Riverside. The varsity
volleyball team lost against
Sabetha and beat Riverside.
Both the freshman and JV
teams beat Riverside and
Sabetha.
On Thursday, September
8, the JV team traveled
to Silver Lake to play

in a quad against Silver
Lake, Wamego, and
Rossville. They came up
on top and won all three
games. The following
Saturday, September 10,
all three teams played in
tournaments. The freshmen
traveled to Marysville and
placed first. The JV team
hosted at Holton and got
third. Varsity traveled to
Riley County and took
seventh.
On Tuesday, September
6, the Wildcats traveled
to Perry Lecompton. Both
freshmen and JV won both
of their games, while the
varsity team lost their first
game and won the second.
The Wildcats first home
game was played against

Jeff West and Nemaha
Central on August 13. The
freshmen won both of their
games while the varsity
and the JV both lost to
Nemaha Central.
The following Saturday,
September 17, the varsity
and the junior varsity had
tournaments. The JV
traveled to Santa Fe Trail
and the varsity traveled
to Rossville. The JV went
undefeated and beat Santa
Fe Trail, Perry Lecompton,
Sabetha, and Silver Lake.
The varsity fought hard but
did not make it to bracket
play.
After three weeks of play,
varsity is 2-3 in league play
and 7-9 overall.

The Start of Something New
The girls golf team placed
The Holton Girls Golf team first in the team division
consists of 11 girls ranging in the tournament on
September 12 at the Holton
from freshmen to seniors.
Country Club. Natalie
Four members qualified
for the varsity team. Those Willcott and Kinsey
Beecham got a score of
four are juniors Natalie
46, placed first for the
Willcott and Kinsey
single team division, and
Beecham and freshmen
received medals. Amanda
Elisa Bartel and Amanda
Taylor and Elisa Bartel
Taylor. Their coach,
placed eighth overall with
Kurt Haussler, set the
a score of 50 strokes, and
team based on how well
prepared and advanced the also received medals. Each
of the four varsity girls
girls are.
By Kaydence Trout, Staff

received a second medal
for placing first in the team
division.
The team played in the JV
tournament on Tuesday,
September 20, along with
Brynn Schmille and Rylee
McKinley at North Topeka
Golf Center as well as the
tournament on Wednesday,
September 21, with the
varsity team which was
held at Paola Country
Club.

HHS Football Team Starts Season off Strong
By Kaydence Trout, Staff

The Holton Wildcats
consist of 56 Holton High
School boys ranging from
freshmen to seniors. The
Wildcats will play a total
of 10 or more games for
the season. Last year the
varsity team had an overall
record of 11-1 and finished
second in the Big Seven
League. The junior varsity
team had an overall record

of 5-1 and was first in the
district.
The team held their
commitment of the 202223 school year on August
15. It was anything but
easy, but it brought the
team closer together.
Their first game was on
September 2 at home
where they played a tough

game against Nemaha
Central. Although they
didn’t win the first game,
they came back strong
for the next home game
on September 9 against
Sabetha.
The boys will continue to
work throughout this season to make it to that state
championship.

Elizabeth Schuster is shown blocking the ball in their game against
Nemaha Central at the Holton quad.
Submitted Photo
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HHS Cross Country Start of Season “Run” Down

September 30, 2022

By Carter Meerpohl, Layout Editor

The Wildcats’ cross country
team has had a strong start
to their season. The girls
team, led by their team
captain Grace Selley, has 11
members out, which is the
most that the team has ever
had. Many of the members
are new to the team as well,
such as Madeline Murnahan
and Abigail Schlodder. The
girls team has been working
hard and showed lots of
grit, according to head
cross country coach Travis
Thayer. Coach Thayer said
that the boys have also
competed very well. They
have been led by a strong
top four runners: Jacob
Warner, Rylan Pittaway,
Brayden Peek, and Nathan
Shupe.The team started
out their season at the meet
hosted by Basehor Linwood.
Eva Cortes was the number
one runner for Holton,
followed by Grace Selley.
Eva placed thirty-third

in the race, and was very
close to medaling in the
race, as they medaled the
top twenty. Jacob Warner
ran a 19:10 and placed
nineteenth. The two boys
that followed him, Rylan
Pittaway and Brayden Peek,
finished very close to Jacob.
The three boys placed
nineteenth, twentieth, and
twenty-first.The team hosted
their next meet, the Holton
Invitational, at Banner
Creek Reservoir. The teams’
times were slower than their
last meet, but the boys’ and
girls’ teams had four people
in the top twenty, and Jacob
Warner placed in the top
ten. The course was changed
quite a bit, which took many
of the teams by surprise,
but the Wildcats were
prepared. Coach Thayer
had the team out on the
course the Monday and the
Wednesday before the meet.
The Saturday following the

Holton Invitational, the
team traveled to Wamego.
Sixteen teams were in
attendance at the meet.
The races beat the rain,
and the meet had gorgeous
running weather, according
to Coach Thayer. The good
weather helped the teams’
times drop significantly.
Most of the team members
PR’d at this race. Week
three proceeded, and the
team traveled to Hiawatha.
Hiawatha’s course is
a difficult one, but the
teams still went out and
competed. The girls won
the meet, and the boys
placed fourth out of nine
teams. Three of the varsity
boys medaled, and five of
the varsity girls medaled.
The team has many more
meets to go: Royal Valley,
the infamous Rim Rock,
the Perry Meet at Hummer
Sports Park, Osage City,
League, and Regionals.

Coach Thayer is shown talking to the varsity boys before their race at
the Holton Invitational Meet.
Photo by Jace Huyett

